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Abstract

The diptych ENCYCLOPAEDICA — BULGARICA (2023-2024) by Alexandra Kumanova (1956- ), edited with a
team and with the last unfinished encyclopedia Orthodoxy in Bulgaria (2023; 2024) by Milen Kumanov (1942-
2021) — his 222" reference-encyclopaedic work in its biobibliography — is presented as a phenomenon of the
Bibliographic school in the universal humanitaristics Mihov-Borov — Kumanov-Kumanova, and of the revival
activity of ULSIT.
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In October 2024 Prof. DSc Alexandra Kumanova was awarded with Special diploma
for contribution in the development of the international bibliographic collaboration from the
Russian Library Association. The distinction is presented traditionally by the Chelyabinsk
Regional Universal Scientific Library which has a special status of a main scientific library of
Eurasia with ample international impact. This merited recognition of the scientific and
professional achievements of A. Kumanova and the realized adding talks between us brought
to the writing of the present review. In it are weaved theses and visions of the creators of the
scientific works, as well as the assessments and reaction from the scientific and bibliographic
deed among the international scientific community and perceptions of the review’s author.
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KYMAHOBA, A., 2023. Eanmknonenuka (c. 1-10; 1491-1804) / aBt. Anekcanapa Kymanosa :
KYMAHOB, M., 2023. ,,I[Ipasocrasuemo 6 bvieapus.: Kpamka ucmopuuecka enyurkioneous” — 15 (KUE) (c.
1-10; 11-1490) / aBT. 1 Hay4. pea. Munen Kymanos ; 6ubnmorp. pen. u my6u. / Anexcanapa Kymanosa : luntux
o uH(popM. MozaenrpaHe Ha xurepTekcT : Ku. I. YueOHuk o crpykrypupane Ha enyukioneous / Hukonai
Bacwunes — netikcuc, rpad. n 6ubnmorp. pen. Ha n3z. ; Hukona Kazancku — nefikcnc n Oubamorp. pen. Ha U3, ;
0. Credan [NamoB — obma pen. Ha my6m. Ha [75 (KHUE) ; Pen.: Ctosin [lenues, Upnna JIuanen. Hoso u3a.
Codus : 3a 6ykBute — O nicMenexb, 2024. 1804 c. : cvc 786 wi. u 4 nuarp. ¢ pasp. nar. bubmmorp.: 7 676 Hass.
B TPHU CHICTEMATH3. CuChKa Ha uT. (1. Exyuxnoneduxa : 1098 /1054 vom. u 44 nenom./ ; 2. IT6 (KUE) : 6289
HOM. ; 3. M. K. buobubauoep.: 292) oubmuorp. 3ammca oomo Ha 50 e3. (azepb., anen., apab., apm., acup.,
benapyc., bwie., GUemH., 2na2o., ep., 0am., UPUM, UOUWL, UCH., UM., KA3AX., KUPUIL., KUNL., KOP., IAM., IYHCUUL.,
MAxK., Hem., HOpG., NexXaesu, NoJ., HOPM., pyM., PyC., CAHCKD., CIO8AWL., CLOBEH., CP., CMAapoObe. — YbPKOBHOCIAS.,
cmapoep., cmapocias., CbpooxXvps., Mmaucky (Maiano.), moxap., myp., YOMypm., VKp., YHe., papcu, ¢p., xunou,
Xvpe., yew., weeo., an.). (Paxmorocim; XXXVI)

Hpyru 6ubmuorp. pen. Ha [15 (KHE): Bennucnas Benes, [ecucnaBa Kocragnnosa, Mapusiaa
MakcumoBa, J{uana Panesa.

Ilo cnyuau 1160-e00umnunama om Ilokpvcmeanemo na dOvacapume 6 864 2.

U30. e 6 yecm na 71-200. om ev3cmanosasanemo na bvaeapckama nampuapwus ; Iloce. na npog. M.
Kymanos.

ISBN 978-619-185-672-5; E ISBN 978-619-185-673-2

1. m31. 2023.

ISBN 978-619-185-596-4; E ISBN 978-619-185-597-1

Ha c. 1500 u 1634 na yum. n Hosomo u30. ca otpasenn Ku. Il Ha muntuxa: Yu. o ctpykrypupane Ha
byneapuxa v e-y0OIL. Ha TP.

KYMAHOBA, A., 2023. BYJI'APUKA: Akanemux Hukona MuxoB — JlyxsT Ha 6ysieapuka : JJunrux
110 MH(OPMATMOHHO MoJieNpane Ha xuneprekct : Kuura II. YueOHuk no cTpykrypupane Ha Oyrneapuxa /
Axnekcannpa Kymanosa (aBr., npenr., 6nooutanorp., Hayd. pen.), Hukona Kazancku (aBr., mpenr., TepMHHOJIOT .,
Hayd. pen.) ; [eiikcuc, Hayd. pen. Huxomnait Bacunes ; bubmumorp. pen.: lnana Panesa, Mapusina MakcuMosa ;
Pen.: Crosn lenues, Upuna JIuanen. Codust : 3a Oyksure — O nucmeHexsb. 256 c. : ¢ 16 ui. ; 62 dakcum.
(Paxnonocy; XXXIV)

U30. e 6 yecm na 70-200. om ev3cmanosasanemo na bvaeapckama nampuapwius u 145-200. om pooico.
na axaod. H. Muxos ; Ilocs. na npogp. M. Kymanos.

ISBN 978-619-185-598-8; E ISBN 978-619-185-599-5

The culture of the encyclipedism is relatively feebly developed in Bulgaria as a result
of its historical backwardness during the past centuries. It is also valid for its international



universal bibliography Bulgarica — the basic secondary-documental resource of the
encyclopedic works.

This backwardness was make up to some extent thanks to the steady efforts of
Academician Nikola Mihov and inspired by his scientific work Library-bibliographic school
of Professor Todor Borov. Owing to them during the period 1914-1971 and especially in the
second half of the past century when were edited the capital bibliographic works of N. Mihov
(Kumanova, A., N. Kazanski, 2023) has been developed the National bibliography of
Bulgaria — a groundwork for kind of bibliographic information in our country and of the
special scientific bibliography as well. Their associates laid the grounds of the Bulgarian
general universal and special encyclopedias (Kumanova, A. 2023; 2024).

The disciple of T. Borov — Milen Kumanov (1942-2021), consecrated his life and deed
to the encyclopedic works — 222 in number according to his lifetime based biobibliography
(Kumanov, M. 2023; 2024). His opus magnum — the encyclopedia Orthodoxy in Bulgaria
was completed after his demise by his spouse Professor Alexandra Kumanova along with a
team of eminent specialists in this field (Kumanov, M. 2023; 2024).

The point of this review are two encyclopedic editions by which Professor Kumanova
achieve an exceptional upgrading. She generalizes and analyses the experience of the
Bibliographic school in the universal humanitaristics Mihov-Borov — a school in the patriotics
and encyclopedics. The synthesis was achieved in two opuses — parts of a diptych:
ENCYCLOPEDICA (Kumanova, A. 2023; 2024) — BULGARICA (Kumanova, A., N.
Kazanski, 2023).

Al. Kumanova as a bibliographer in the National bibliography of Bulgaria and a
cognitologist, delineates the world framework of the encyclopedias and their base in a
international universal bibliography. Namely this way, the place of the Bulgarian
bibliographic school in the universal humanitaristics are emphasized, especially in XXI c. as
active one. The proof of it is the appearance of the encyclopedia Orthodoxy in Bulgaria.

The scientific community and reader’s public are well known that the encyclopedia of
this topic was impossible before 1990. But it turns out hardly realizable after that by many
objective and subjective reasons... Not haphazardly namely in ULSIT has been realized the
first unique edition of the Orthodoxy in Bulgaria in 2023. And in 2024 with the blessing of
the Bulgarian Patriarch Daniil and the President of the Republic of Bulgaria Rumen Radev
became fact the new edition of this work (Kumanov, M. 2023; 2024; Kumanova, A. 2023;
2024). Because there is no more patriotic topic of the Orthodoxyq as well as more
encyclopedic — especially for the Bulgarian historical fate.

I do strongly recommend the study of this general universal encyclopedia which is
unique with the bibliographic references, extended reference instruments and subject
supplements. The edition encompasses in a system way 91 656 information units, and the
bibliographic index of the cited in the encyclopedia sources is of 6289 titles in 18 languages.
The place of the Orthodoxy in Bulgaria is shown in a cadastral encyclopedic tree of the
humanity by 84 encyclopedias in altogether 1 523 typographic units of different editions and
29 links which are written in 16 languages and ordered in strict multi-vector system
interpretation — by national schools, by languages, by toponyms.

The encyclopedia Orthodoxy in Bulgaria appeared to be a model for the structuring of
an encyclopedic hypertext which promotes to expose and develop theoretically the grounds of
the encyclopedica as a reference-information image of the universal encyclopedic movement
of the Mankind seen as a semiologic globality and presented as a universal atlas of the
knowledge in 50 languages. The reference instruments of the ENCYCLOPEDICA —
BULGARICA represents a kind of universal international advisable bibliographies on the
semantic of diptych.



An exceptional merit of the compiler team, lead by Al. Kumanova, among whom are
adherents from the most competent scientific institutions in the country and abroad — National
Library Sts. Cyril and Methodius, Central Library and institutes of the Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences, Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski, Sofia City Library, University of Rhode
Island in USA, Russian National Library in Saint Petersburg, etc. A contribution to the
scientific edition have also the representatives of the Holy Synod of the Bulgarian Orthodox
Church, as well as experts of the different religious confessions in Bulgaria who are in
connection with the Orthodoxy.

In the two works — ENCYCLOPEDICA — BULGARICA — the author Al Kumanova not
only delineates the world experience in the field of the encyclopedica and the specificity of
the Bulgarica, but also defines the universal objective laws of these cognitive meta-scientific
domains as structurally bearing mental construction of the hypertextual informatization
without borders. In the first work — ENCYCLOPEDICA — she starts from general to particular,
and in the second — BULGARICA — on the contrary — from particular to general. Because in
the grounds of the designated paradigm — ENCYCLOPEDICA — BULGARICA — is the pioneer
mission of BULGARICA...

In front of the readers is displayed the panorama of the encyclopedica and Bulgarica

as a dialectical paradigm of the human civilization in which as an inseparable segment is the
bibliographic and encyclopedic cognitology of Bulgaria.

The encyclopedias are not only an information framework, but also a proof for the
achievements of mind and genius of Homo sapiens. The Bulgarian achievements against the
world paradigm are not negligible ones taking into account the historic circumstances.

It is important to know that the Bulgarian Orthodox Encyclopedia has been
contemplated a hundred years ago, but only today, by virtue of the followers of the
Bibliographic school in the universal humanitaristics Mihov-Borov — Kumanov-Kumanova
and the bright-minded activity of ULSIT — it appears for the first time.

We do wish beneficial meetings of the readers with these intellectual products and
attracting of new adepts to the bibliographic and encyclopedic knowledge!
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JABE EMBJIEMATUYHU EHIIUKJIOINIEANYHU U3IAHUA HA YHUBUT:
ENCYCLOPAEDICA — BULGARICA

Tauns TogopoBa
Yuueepcumem no 6ubnuomexosnanue u UHGOPMAYUOHHY MEXHOLO2UU

PE3IOME

Pestome: Junmuxvom EHIUK/JIONEUKA — BYIITAPUKA (2023-2024) na Anexcanopa Kymanosa
(1956- ), uzdaden c exun u ¢ nyonuKayus HA NOCIEOHAMA He3asvpuileHa eHyukioneous , IIpasocrasuemo 6
bvneapua” (2023; 2024) na Munen Kymanos (1942-2021) — nezcoe 222 cnpasouno-eHyukioneouues mpyo no
OaHHU HA NPUdICU3HEHO Oasupanama My Ouobubnuoepagus — e npedCmageH Kamo seleHue Hd
Bubnuoepagpckama wixona 6 ynueepcannama xymanumapucmuka Muxos-bopoe — Kymanos-Kymanosa, u Ha
oyoumenckama Oetinocm na YnubUT.

Knrouosu oymu: enyuxnoneouka, oyneapuka, ,, Ilpasociasuemo ¢ bvneapus” (2023; 2024) na Munen Kymarnos
(1942-2021); Bubnuoepagpckama wkona 6 yHueepcanwama Xxymarnumapucmuka Muxos-Bopose — Kymanos-
Kymanosa
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